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Copyright for theses 
 
Open Access 
Making your thesis open access increases its visibility and readership and enables 
other researchers to build on you research. As detailed in the Code of Practice for 
the Conduct of Postgraduate Research Degree Programmes theses will be made 
open access under a Creative Commons licence. Theses will be licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence (CC BY) unless you select 
an alternative Creative Commons licence at the point of deposit. Once a thesis has 
been made open access under a Creative Commons licence the terms of that 
licence cannot be revoked. 

You will select your licence when you deposit your thesis for submission in USIR via 
Worktribe. Guidance on depositing your thesis is available on the Doctoral School 
Hub. By depositing in USIR via Worktribe you are agreeing to the USIR deposit 
agreement. 

 

Choosing a Creative Commons licence for your thesis 

Creative Commons Licences enable researchers to retain control over how their 
research is used and ensures that they are given credit for their work in any future 
adaptations or use. Authors should consider whether they need to select a licence 
which restricts commercial reuse or adaptations of their work.  

The licence options are listed below, or you can email library-
research@salford.ac.uk for advice. 

 

CC BY 4.0 This license allows reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the 
material in any medium or format, so long as attribution is given to the creator. The 
license allows for commercial use. CC BY includes the following elements: 

• Credit must be given to the creator 

 

 

https://www.salford.ac.uk/governance-and-management/academic-handbook#documents
https://www.salford.ac.uk/governance-and-management/academic-handbook#documents
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://testlivesalfordac.sharepoint.com/sites/DoctoralSchoolHub/SitePages/Worktribe%E2%84%A2.aspx
https://testlivesalfordac.sharepoint.com/sites/DoctoralSchoolHub/SitePages/Worktribe%E2%84%A2.aspx
https://www.salford.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-02/USIRDepositAgreementFeb2024.pdf
https://www.salford.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2024-02/USIRDepositAgreementFeb2024.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses
mailto:library-research@salford.ac.uk
mailto:library-research@salford.ac.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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CC BY-SA 4.0 This license allows reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon 
the material in any medium or format, so long as attribution is given to the creator. 
The license allows for commercial use. If you remix, adapt, or build upon the 
material, you must license the modified material under identical terms. CC BY-SA 
includes the following elements: 

• Credit must be given to the creator 
• Adaptations must be shared under the same terms 

CC BY-NC 4.0 This license allows reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon 
the material in any medium or format for noncommercial purposes only, and only so 
long as attribution is given to the creator. It includes the following elements: 

• Credit must be given to the creator 
• Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted 

CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 This license allows reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build 
upon the material in any medium or format for noncommercial purposes only, and 
only so long as attribution is given to the creator. If you remix, adapt, or build upon 
the material, you must license the modified material under identical terms. CC BY-
NC-SA includes the following elements: 

• Credit must be given to the creator 
• Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted 
• Adaptations must be shared under the same terms 

CC BY-ND 4.0 This license allows reusers to copy and distribute the material in any 
medium or format in unadapted form only, and only so long as attribution is given to 
the creator. The license allows for commercial use. CC BY-ND includes the following 
elements: 

• Credit must be given to the creator 
• No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted 

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 This license allows reusers to copy and distribute the material in 
any medium or format in unadapted form only, for noncommercial purposes only, 
and only so long as attribution is given to the creator. CC BY-NC-ND includes the 
following elements: 

• Credit must be given to the creator 
• Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted 
• No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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Will depositing my thesis affect my copyright? 
Publishers do not normally consider the publication of an academic thesis in an 
institutional repository to be “prior publication”, nor do they normally restrict an 
author’s right to include their own published work in an academic thesis. However, 
students are advised to check publisher copyright policies.  

Restricting access to your thesis 
Normally, a thesis is made live and publicly accessible immediately after graduation, 
but, if necessary, you can apply for a moratorium (embargo). If granted, access will 
be restricted for two years. After that period, annual extensions will be considered up 
to five years in total. If you wish to apply for a moratorium, contact the University’s 
Postgraduate Administration team sa-pgr@salford.ac.uk 
 

Using third party copyright material 
“Fair dealing” allows the use of copyrighted material for the purposes of study, 
research and examination, so as a research student, you can use this material in 
your thesis without infringing copyright. However, by depositing an electronic copy in 
USIR you are effectively making someone else’s intellectual property freely available 
online – and it may be necessary for you to seek copyright permission. 
 
Our Copyright for researchers interactive tool will help you determine whether you 
can use specific types of copyrighted material for your research and what you are 
allowed to do with them. 

Some sites, for example Biorender, will only allow licensed content to be used in an 
online thesis. If you are unsure of permissions, contact library-
research@salford.ac.uk for advice.  

mailto:sa-pgr@salford.ac.uk
https://www.salford.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2022-02/thesis-deposit-USIR22.pdf
https://www.salford.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2022-02/thesis-deposit-USIR22.pdf
https://www.salford.ac.uk/library/know-how/copyright
https://help.biorender.com/en/articles/5898558-where-can-i-use-my-illustrations
mailto:library-research@salford.ac.uk
mailto:library-research@salford.ac.uk
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Obtaining third party copyright material 

Obtain copyright permission for any third-party material as soon as you decide you 
want to use the material. To seek copyright permission, you must contact the rights 
holder. This might be an author, illustrator, composer, etc., or the publisher. Below is 
an example of the wording you might use.  
 
Do not expect an immediate response. If you have heard nothing after about six 
weeks you should write again. Keep a copy of any letters or emails you receive. 
If copyright permission is granted, indicate that copyright permission has been 
granted at the appropriate place in your thesis. If copyright permission is refused or 
you receive no response, you will not be able to use the copyrighted material in an 
electronic version of your thesis and you must still submit your complete thesis in 
USIR, along with an edited or redacted version. 

PhD by Published Works 
If you are completing a PhD by published works you should include your works in 
your thesis, but you may need to apply for copyright permission to include papers in 
the accessible USIR version. If the work has been published open access with a 
creative commons license you do not need to apply for permission and can use the 
published version of the record. If the publication is not open access, most journals 
will allow inclusion of the accepted version of the article. If permission to include the 
works is not granted, an edited (redacted) version should be created: replace the 
outputs with their citations and include links to the published and open access 
versions, where available. 

I am a PhD [or appropriate degree] Candidate at the University of Salford. 
 
I am contacting you to seek permission to include the following material within 
my thesis: [Provide as much detail as you can about what it is you wish to use, 
for example, author, date, title, journal title, page numbers, description if it is an 
image, etc.] 
 
Following completion of my degree I will make my thesis electronically 
available in the University of Salford's Institutional Repository, USIR: 
http://usir.salford.ac.uk/. USIR is an open access, non-commercial repository. 
 
If you are not the rights holder for this material, I would be grateful if you would 
advise me who to contact. 

https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/


Library Research Support 
https://www.salford.ac.uk/library/open-research 
 

 
 

 Library-research@salford.ac.uk                 @OpenResSalford 

April 2024 

 
 

 

Depositing an edited version of your thesis in USIR 
Save a copy of the final passed version of your thesis with all corrections, copyright-
restricted or confidential material included. Replace any content which can be made 
public with a placeholder stating the reason for its removal, Retain any captions and 
upload both versions to USIR. 

 
For more information and support contact Wendy Taylor, Open Research 
Coordinator (Publishing), at library-research@salford.ac.uk 
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